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"A LIFE IN WOOD"

GRADE LEVEL: MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL

DISCIPLINE: American History, Government, Arts and Crafts
TOPIC: George Nakashima: American Craftsman, Architect, Artist; 1905-1990

STANDARDS: 1) Education for American Democracy, Theme 3: We the People;
2) UCLA Public History Initiative: Standards 8,9,10 World War Il;
3) Postwar America, Contemporary America.
4) World History Standards: Religions of the World.

« Students will be able to describe key elements of George Nakashima’s life:
his education, his work, his philosophy.

. Students will be able to explain how his craftsmanship with wood extended

OBJECTIVES: into art and became an expression of his beliefs through the creations he made.
« Students will be able to identify ways in which his work was influenced by
his experience andexposure to different cultures.
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ESSENTIAL « What about George Nakashima'’s life influenced him most in the creation of his work?

« Is there a difference between craft and art, and, if so, how does one know the difference?

QUESTIONS: « How does art become a way to express one’s philosophy and spiritual being?

« Projector

MATERIALS « Loose-leaf paper [
NEEDED: « Printer paper + printer + ink
» Pencils ==
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CLASSROOM 1to 2 class FINAL

HOURS periods ASSESSMENT Worksheet / Essay

NEEDED: (~1.5 hours) TYPE:
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MAIN
ACTIVITIES:

« Read the obituary from the New York Times about Nakashima'’s life and
complete the accompanying worksheet (Appendix A).
« View the short film:
-Landscape episode of Craft in America, Nakashima Woodworking (10 min.)

-Nakashima Woodworking. For a shorter film or for use with an elementary
class, this trailer (3 min) may be useful:_
Watch George Nakashima, Woodworker - The definitive documentary Online

« Use the film to discuss with the class some of the following questions and topics:

-Spirituality: What do you think that means?

Use quotes, there are four of them, that are on the main page of
Nakashima’s Woodworkers:

Philosophy - George Nakashima Woodworkers. Appendix B also contains a
quote of Nakashima’s that also can be used. These quotes could be
displayed or prepared in advance as a resource for the students.

-How did the time in the internment camp influence his life and his craft?

-Is there a difference between art and craft? Can something be both?

EXTENSION
ACTIVITIES:

1) From one of the resources displaying his work, select one or more pieces
that you are drawn to: Explain how this piece (or pieces) affect you?

2) Research other elements of his work that show multiple cultural influences
in his work: Shaker, Rural/Country, Japanese, Indian, European.

REFLECTION/
ASSESSMENT

For Art classes, this can become an entry point for a piece that a student will create
that integrates and embodies characteristics and beliefs of the artist. In History

or Social Studies classes, students can write an essay expanding on one of the activities
where they explore the intersection of arts and crafts with history, philosophy, and one’s
personal life’s experiences.

The lesson, as it is built around arts and crafts, can also encourage students to
express their learning through other art forms:
poetry, painting, photography, video, collage, etc.
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and its placement in the Cathedral

4) Going back to the timeline created in

1) Using the paragraphs at the end of the article, create a timeline of the dates that mark
significant events from his birth in 1905 until 1981.

2) From the obituary’s first section (4 paragraphs), summarize in your own words
who George Nakashima was and what he was known for.

QUESTIONS 3) After creating his longtime dream, the “Altar for Peace” for the Cathedral at St. John
the Divine in New York in 1986, he said, “It was a great tree.” What do you think he
meant by that? What sort of connection was he making between the wood

question, identify the ways the various
events in his life shaped his philosophy and career.

By WOLFGA
George Nakashima, the
woodworker and designer

black walnut and
ing cracks and nulumm-nn.lpmd

Fov decades, his Bucks County work-
shop could hardly hma&d-nh the de-
mand for his pieces. not adver-

designed i
versity, Ml. Holyoke Colege and the In-
ternational Paper Corporation.

‘It Was a Great Tree”

APPENDIX A: S ST e
OBITUARY e Y e e

heart-shay Pme at the
Cathedral of St lnlm Divine in
Manhattan. Cut from a |25-foot English
wnlnm tree lmn Long mand

phned -nd nnﬂ nlnv \vu r-u-n-c

Mr. Nakashima
trimmed slabs oln:wl. pamwhrly that dest,

lh'
g b he

George Nakashima Is Dead at 85;
Designer and Master Woodworker

NG SAXON

ima sald. ““Trees with this character
should have & special meaning and spe-

un J:‘Iy he mmﬁ'ulmm

m‘ymuaemeln
N.J., with 111 pleces of his work inside.
Only two from the collection

he exhibition by the owners.
Interned During War

-?Nwmtubwnmﬂly
Wash., to parests

4 mm-mmlmnnp-nlh

lnnﬁed arcmleumv at the University

.,.,lmamma m earned a

diploma at the lmk Americaine des

Beaux Arts in P,
c:rcl the wrld on a spiritual
he lived for two years as a monk

his 1
i\h lu\dlwdvmmbunnuru.
“It was a great tree”” Mr. Nakash-

Thv New YVerk Tumes, 195

facturers or
Mmulnl-womwu made (o order,
\vhn- llr Nakasuma advmvrv--u
machnery, he did most of
Ll- hl‘enl shaping and “dlhl
himselr. .y

In 1952, he received the gold medal
fon Crafismanstig of dwe Amernicas Insa-
tute

g nvv
Hokari of Seattle, lnd four

ren.
A Mass will be heid 11 AM. mmer
row at St Marin's Church in
Hope.

CREDIT AUTHOR TING-YI OEl
AND CONTACT: TING-YI@1882FOUNDATION.ORG

RELEASE DATE: JUNE 5,2022
LAST UPDATE: JUNE 21,2022




UNDATION w

ADVOCATE

$Rsdind o7 2 Ao Necmiiing and Lontsy
— i l/ }‘-7 , . o o |
A alle pniP  sealitrt , Zo Aoniinale Lo ;, e [P
APPENDIX B: toalta /L%g JU',,Z a (/u.(_ VA releece Re /7 Lar

PHILOSOPHY - L A r‘!. A
NAKASHIMA, Z le | To Ankance ALe tuirncniends /zr/ o

WOODWORKERS

e f.u,\;‘ “7-.:,..41&,4__'_*

"Instead of a long running and bloody battle with nature, to dominate her,
we can walk in step with a tree to release the joy in her grains, to join with
her to realize her potentials, to enhance the environment of man."

- George Nakashima

RESOURCES:

Book:
The Soul of a Tree: A Master Woodworkers Reflections: George Nakashima: 8601423281629:Amazon.com: Books

Hannah Martin. Architectural Digest. 14. Oct. 2020. This article also references another documentary

A Look at George Nakashima's Instinctual Woodworking | Architectural Digest

A Look at the Life of America's Most Important Contemporary Woodworker | Architectural Digest

John Nakashima, (nephew of George), 2020 video trailer

Watch George Nakashima, Woodworker - The definitive documentary Online | Vimeo On Demand on Vimeo

Nakashima Foundation: For more information on Nakashima’s philosophy Manifesto | Nakashima Foundation for Peace

Smithsonian American Art Museum, The Renwick Gallery
https:/americanart.si.edu/artist/george-nakashima-5896

George Nakashima Obituary, New York Times, June 18, 1990.

George Nakashima Is Dead at 85; Designer and Master Woodworker - The New York Times
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